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Improving Educational Access, Equity and Quality for Girls In Post-Conflict Contexts: 

Evidence From Somalia 

Synopsis 

 

The status of women and girls in patriarchal society coupled by socio-cultural norms and attitude 

toward women and girls continues to pose a challenge in achieving equitable access to education in 

post conflict Somalia. Although progress has been made at different fronts and in shedding light on 

the importance of girl-child education by targeting sustainable social change, reinforced messaging 

at the grassroots level through community mobilization is vital to achieve fundamental change. In 

addition, working in collaboration with key stakeholders within the government and the community 

is vital. 

Implementing Girls Education work in post-conflict environments has its own dynamics. In the case 

of Somalia, understanding the different contexts and elements is necessary in order to create equal 

opportunity (for boys and girls) where preference is given to boys. This necessitates the use of INEE 

minimum standards to provide an enabling environment for both boys and girls to not only enrol but 

remain in schools. This requires the provision of girl friendly school facilities such as separate toilet 

for the girl, girl-friendly spaces as well as ensuring quality teaching and learning process that is 

gender friendly. Ensuring community participation in designing and planning of education service 

provision and partnership with government through engaging authorities in formulating policies and 

planning education provision is of critical importance for such interventions. 

In Somalia, traditional donor funding focusses on life saving support whilst funding to related 

development programs such as health, nutrition and education appears to be at the bottom of the 

list of donor priorities. However, besides donor funding, remittances from the diaspora are helping 

communities to reconstruct. In post conflict Somalia, engagement of diaspora community in funding 

education is enabling communities to improve their structures given that such diaspora support is in 

many ways sustainable since it will always have linkages to the community. Another opportunity for 

funding is private sector through cooperate social responsibility.  

In order to ensure replication and scaling up of best practices, the utilization of community 

structures such as Community Education Communities (CECs) and building on their support for 

gender-friendly education was a key success factor. It is important not only to acknowledge and 

support government in service delivery as the duty bearers but also to build their capacity to 

implement gender friendly education policies as part of ensuring sustainability. Lastly it is important 

to ensure documentation and sharing of experiences within and beyond the country. The GEC 
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portfolio of projects is implemented in different countries and learning clusters are established 

which can be used to share learning and replicate in other governments will work toward scaling up 

impact.                                                                     

  

 

 

 

 

 


