
  

FAWE BURKINA FASO COMMUNICATION 

"LEARNING SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY IN BURKINA FASO: WHAT STRATEGIES ARE THERE FOR AN INCREASED 

PARTICIPATION OF GIRLS?" 

1. Introduction  

The 2nd June 1991 Constitution of Burkina Faso dedicates its first article to the equality of rights of all 

Burkinabe citizens. It furthermore reaffirms in its articles 18 and 27 the equality of social and cultural rights 

for all citizens, including the right to education, learning and training. 

2. Strategies for improving the participation and performance of girls in Science and Technology in 

Burkina Faso: Experience of the project to improve the participation and performance of girls in Science 

and Technology in five (5) primary posts in Burkina Faso (SMT project). 

Reports from the studies carried out in 2000 and 2004 on "Improving the performance of girls in Science in 

secondary and university schools and in enhancing the capacity of girls in Science, Mathematics and 

Technology (SMT) in primary and secondary schools in Burkina Faso" reported the negative influence of 

certain socio-psychological and pedagogical factors on the presence and the success of the girls in the 

disciplines and fields concerned. In order to contribute to an increased participation of girls in the SMT 

fields and disciplines in Burkina Faso, FAWE Burkina, with technical support from the FAWE Regional and 

the Islamic Development Bank (IDB), implemented from 2014 to 2016 the SMT project, the strategy of 

which is to include the empowerment of girls through the promotion of the TUSEME approach and the 

establishment of school clubs called TUSEME clubs, training of SMT teachers, teachers and pupils 

teachers, teaching coaches and principals on the FAWE gender responsive pedagogy module adapted to 

SMT, the organization of SMT competitions / SMT prizes for excellence, social mobilization through 

awareness and advocacy to national authorities and other education actors for the integration of a gender 

responsive pedagogy module into the training curricula on-the-job training of SMT teachers, etc. Through 

its strategy FAWE Burkina Faso was able to obtain among others the commitment of the government 

(through the MENA) to integrate a module of gender responsive pedagogy in the curricula of initial training 

of teachers SMT of the primary and secondary posts, the establishment of gender committees and cells at 

the Institute of Science (IOS) and the initiation of a day of excellence at the IOS with a gender perspective, 

the involvement of some people through the granting of TUSEME Clubs scholarships to institutions 

beneficiary of the project, etc. 

Case of the FAWE gender responsive pedagogy module adapted to SMT  

FAWE has a gender responsive pedagogy module (GRP). In the framework of the SMT project, four (4) 

studies were carried out on the current situation of SMT education in Burkina Faso from a gender 

perspective and on innovative methods of teaching SMT to girls in Burkina Faso. It was therefore on the 

basis of the data from the reports of the studies and in accordance with the realities of the national 

educational context that FAWE's gender responsive pedagogy module was reviewed by two (2) 

consultants; FAWE gender responsive pedagogy module is therefore adapted to SMT. 

3. CONCLUSION 

The commitment of the Burkina Faso government and its partners to development in favor of girls' 

education, and more particularly their participation in scientific and technological fields and disciplines, is a 

major asset for achieving the objectives of FAWE Burkina Faso. However, concrete actions must be taken, 

inter alia, on the effective integration of a gender responsive module into the initial teacher training curricula 

of the SMT disciplines and the implementation of FAWE Burkina's action plan on innovative teaching 

methods of SMT to girls.  


