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Abstract 

School related Gender Based Violence (SRGBV) is said to be psychological and is also gender 

based discrimination. To enhance inclusivity and reduce on violence, schools at all levels need to 

be accessible, learners need to participate in the school system and learners need to benefit from 

the school system in order for them to function positively and contribute to national 

development. Female youths with intellectual disabilities in Zambia faced many barriers to 

educational achievement. To date data was unavailable in the Educational Statistical Bulletin on 

what the out of school were doing. Youths with Intellectual Disabilities had significant learning, 

cognitive and other conditions whose disability impacts their ability to access course content 

without a strong system of educational support services. These learners would not access tertiary 

education in a typical manner rather they require significant planning and collaboration to 

provide them with access. This cohort include learners who take alternative assessment, exit 

secondary education with an alternative diploma or certificate of attendance and qualify to 

receive services under the  Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) until they are 21. 

In Zambia the situation is not the same; the majority of female youths with Intellectual 

Disabilities end up on the street after attaining age 16 which is not even reflected in the local 

policies and laws. Of all learners with disabilities those with Intellectual Disabilities have the 

poorest tertiary education outcomes. Until recently the opportunity to participate in typical 

course work has not been available to learners with intellectual Disabilities. The usual options 

have been limited to segregated life skills or community- based transition programs. 

Recommended options include; Mixed/hybrid model, substantially separate model and Inclusive 

individual support model. Inclusive tertiary education programs are beginning to replace such 

programs and have the potential to improve learner outcomes. 

This study therefore used a desk review to come up with literature that will support the topic. 

Reference was made to policies, legislation, Zambia’s experiences and articles from Kenya, 

Uganda and South Africa. From these documents it was concluded that Zambia was inadequately 

providing alternative learning programs to out of school female youths with intellectual 

Disabilities thereby making them irrelevant to sustainable national development. 
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