
 

 

Overview of the Girls’ Education Conference 
By Ms Hendrina Chalwe Doroba – FAWE Regional Executive Director 

 YOUR HONOUR, THE FIRST LADY OF ZAMBIA, MADAM ESTHER LUNGU  

 PROFESSOR DRANZOA, THE CHAIRPERSON OF FAWE AFRICA   

 YOUR EXCELLENCY  PROFESSOR SARAH ANYANG AGBOR, THE AUC 

COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RESOURCES, SCIENCE AND 
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 COOPERATING PARTNERS AND DONOR AGENCIES 

 ADVISER TO THE FIRST LADY OF MALI, MADAM KADIATOU MAIGA   
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 REPRESENTATIVES FROM NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

 FAWE AFRICA AND NATIONAL CHAPTER MEMBERS  

 FAWE AFRICA ALUMNI MEMBERS 

 PUPILS AND TEACHERS FROM VARIOUS SCHOOLS IN ZAMBIA 

 MEMBERS OF THE PRESS 

 DISTINGUISHED LADIES AND GENTLEMEN! 

 



 

I wish to start by thanking the government of the Republic of Zambia, through 

the Ministry of General Education and the African Union for accepting our 

invitation to co-host this inaugural Girls’ Education Conference. We have in this 

hall more than 500 education stakeholders, ranging from education ministers, 

education planners and managers; UN agencies in education and social 

development; traditional leaders; non-governmental and community based 

organisations;  private organisations; and young people, meeting to address the 

challenges related to gender equality and women’s empowerment in Africa.  

Madam First Lady, distinguished ladies and gentlemen, this conference draws is 

premise from SDG 4; “ensuring inclusive and equitable quality education and 

promote lifelong learning opportunities for all,” which obligates nations to 

ensure that all persons, at every stage of their lives access opportunities to 

acquire the knowledge and skills they need to fulfil their aspirations and 

contribute to their societies; as well as the African Union theme of the year 

2017; “Harness the Demographic Dividend through investments in Youth.” It is 

from these two milieus that we crafted the theme for this conference: “Towards 

Gender Equality in Education: Positioning youth to Champion the African 

education Agenda.” This theme intimates that to transform the potential of 

Africa’s large youth population into a dividend requires that education systems 

not to only focus on youth as products of education but that youth can be 

adequately prepared to use the proceeds of their education to take up the 

agency to transform education systems so that they become responsive to the 

needs of their world today. To borrow from Catherine Bearder’s statement; 

addressing the skills gap through education helps girls, especially, to prepare 



 

themselves for the challenges they will later face in employment and improve 

their economic independence in the long-term.  

Madam First lady, Africa’s agenda 2063 talks about the “Africa We Want.” Most 

of us who were architects of this vision will not be there to see that Africa, but 

many of these young people will live in that Africa then. We believe our most 

noble task is to guide them towards that future. This conference desires to look 

at the position of children, adolescents and youth in the education and training 

trajectory of Africa over the next 50 years and to explore various pathways to 

equip girls and boys with critical skills that can enrich their self‐knowledge and 

strengthen their ability both to define relationships in their own terms and to 

enact their own identities in the world they live in. In this conference, FAWE has 

facilitated young women and men’s engagement in critical and intellectual 

conversation with policy makers and other education practioners on issues 

concerning the current meagre attention to and inadequate accountability to 

education quality and inclusion. The conference therefore is skewed towards 

the supply side of education, and intends to discuss how education can provide 

a protective fence for girls and boys from socio-cultural disadvantages.  

Essentially, these two days of the Girls’ Conference will be an exploration of 

various perspectives on the relation between teacher pedagogy and gender 

equality; social accountability for safe and gender-friendly learning; education in 

conflict and post conflict situations and in marginalised communities; 

innovations that promote quality learning in conflict/post conflict and in 

marginalised communities; the agency of adolescents and youth as drivers of 

Africa’s development agenda; education financing and accountability for gender 

equality; innovations and programmes that promote social accountability for 



 

gender equality; girls and women in STEM and 21st Century skills to resolve 

youth unemployment in Africa; relevance of higher education in the world of 

work to achieve gender equality; inclusive learning programmes for the 

marginalised and persons with disabilities; replicable partnership models 

towards gender equality in education; and will interrogate FAWE’s relevance 

and value-addition in the new education development dispensation driven by 

the CESA, SDG 2030 and Agenda 2063 and its role in holding governments 

accountable for Gender Equality in Education in Africa. 

Madam First Lady, last year when we started deliberating about the idea of 

hosting a girls’ conference, this day looked not only very remote but also an 

unattainable dream. We had a strong desire but we did not have the resources 

to actualise the dream. I wish on behalf of the whole FAWE fraternity to thank 

our partners – UNESCO, ADEA, UN Women, UNICEF, Plan International, as well 

as VVOB, Malala Fund, University of Glasgow and … who believed in this dream 

and reached out to accompany us. Today, we feel overwhelmingly honoured to 

host such a distinguished group of delegates who have travelled from far and 

wide to come and join our conversation on issues pertaining to opportunities 

and pathways for Africa to attain the gender equality goal in education. We are 

convinced that the Girls’ conference will reach consensus on how to position 

education quality as a pre-requisite for enhancing inclusion and equality. We 

also hope to get renewed political commitment to gender equality goal of the 

CESA 16-25, SDG 2030 and Africa’s Agenda 2063. 


