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 Ladies and gentlemen 

PART 1 

1.0 Welcome remarks 

Your are warmly welcome to FAWE’s 25 Anniversary celebrations.  Your 

presence on this auspicious occasion is a very humbling experience and 

we are proud to host you. We thank you most sincerely for accepting to 

come to officiate on this occasion.  

2.0 Background 



Forum for African Women Educationalists is a pan-African Women’s non-

governmental organization based in 33 African countries with 34 chapters. 

Registered and incorporated in Nairobi, Kenya, in 1992.  

The vision of five courageous African Women Ministers of Education at the 

1990 UN meeting at Jomtien (Thailand): Fay Chung of Zimbabwe, Vida 

Yeboah (RIP) of Ghana, Paulette Moussavo-Missambo of Gabon, Simone 

de Comarmond-Testa of Seychelles, and Alice Tiendrebeugo of Burkina 

Faso, initiated FAWE. These Ministers then, realized that action about the 

appalling state of girls’ education in Africa was the game changer. Other 

African women ministers, distinguished women leaders and partner were 

rallied behind this noble cause.   

To date, FAWE has left an indelible impact and has created a Niche in 

Africa’s and global education sector. 

However there are still 89 million youth in Sub Saharan Africa who are out 

of school, 54.3 % are girls, with 9,352 million girls who may never get in 

school 

3.0 FAWE’s Vision 

“A world in which all African girls have access to education, perform well 

and complete their studies, and gender disparities in education are 

eliminated”. 

Our Mission 

“To promote gender equity and equality in education in Africa by 

fostering positive policies, practices and attitudes towards girls’ 

education”. 

4.0 FAWE’s Outstanding, Impactful Interventions 

Policy advocacy – FAWE influences governments and other partners to 

establish or review existing gender and educational policies. To date,  20 

national governments have enacted School Re-entry policies for teenage 

mothers 



FAWE in partnership with Ministries of Education, and others made 

significant contribution and influenced the establishment of Universal 

Primary and Secondary Education throughout Africa 

FAWE Education Scholarships: Comprehensive scholarships from Primary to 

PhD levels, covering over 30,000 beneficiaries have changed the fortunes 

for families and future of otherwise Needy Girls, hence economy of Africa.  

 

Community advocacy: FAWE continues building public awareness on the 

social and economic value of girls’ education so that citizens take up 

responsibility for the task and collectively work to support the girls 

education agenda and lifelong learning. 

FAWE’s campaign for girls’ education reformed African education 

systems, opening up opportunities and resources for girls’ education; 

transformed classroom practices and environment to be more responsive 

to female leaners; brought about societal change of perceptions and 

attitudes towards female learners and female teachers and education 

managers; and most importantly, it has resulted in large numbers of 

women and men whose lives have been transformed as a result of FAWE’s 

intervention.  

Amidst some criticism, vehement resistance, frustration and sometimes 

failure, FAWE has remained true to its original mandate; advocating for 

girls’ education, and has continued to exist for the purpose of changing 

the landscape of girls’ education in Africa. 

The education community was late to recognize the disproportionate 

impact poverty on girls’ education, the gendered dimensions of political 

conflict, gender based violence as a critical barrier to children’s right to 



education, and the heavy burden of HIV and AIDS, and culture on girls 

and women.  

Boldly and with conviction, we approached funding partners with 

evidence of these nexuses, and gratefully many came through for us, 

enabling us to design, evolve and demonstrated interventions to mitigate 

them, thus ensuring that education policies are not implemented in a way 

that disadvantage girls and women. Transformation is evident in school 

environments, management composition and practices, teachers’ 

pedagogy, and school participation patterns. As well, efforts to cultivate 

positive gender relations among female and male learners and work 

force have yielded dividends. However, we take cognizance of the many 

challenges that still lie ahead of realizing gender equality is a collective 

Responsibility. We pledge to continue fighting against gender inequality 

with your support.  We will one time win this battle when every girl and boy 

and woman and man can have uninhibited right to education of good 

quality. 

Thankfully, FAWE’s journey has not been unaccompanied. FAWE 

galvanized partnerships and joined networks that have not only rallied 

around the cause but in some cases taken the button and run with the 

cause. 25 years later, partnerships formed with national governments 

have remained stable; vision carriers – African female education leaders, 

researchers and gender activists, have remained steadfast in their pursuit 

of the FAWE vision; networks with regional and continental bodies have 

been growing in scope and strength; many of the international 

development partners – bilateral, multilateral, foundations and 

philanthropists who bought into the FAWE vision as far back as the 1990s 



are still with us today, and for that we are truly grateful; and our influence 

has permeated the social cultural fabric of many African countries, 

causing shifts in traditional values and practices. Most importantly, we 

have spurred the transformation of thousands of the once despondent 

African girls and boys from beneficiaries to benefactors. The celebration 

of FAWE’s accomplishments is not a celebration for FAWE alone but a 

celebration for Africa. The many milestones scored in girls’ education 

constitute Africa’s steps towards the gender equality goal in education. 

As we celebrate FAWE’s 25th anniversary, we remain unified in our pursuit 

of the vision of a world in which all African girls have access to education, 

perform well and complete their studies, and where gender disparities in 

education are eliminated.  This requires strong commitment from African 

Ministries of Education, the FAWE National Chapters – our foot soldiers, the 

international development agencies and donors supporting education in 

Africa, as well as community leaders and the parent community to 

collectively support creation of opportunities and resources to advance 

girls’ education and close the gender gaps in education. The 

commemoration of 25 years of FAWE coincides with FAWE’s 10th General 

Assembly (GA); a platform for review, reflection and forward looking, and 

also with the initiation of planning for FAWE’s sixth Strategic Plan.  

5.0 Conclusion 

Your Excellency, we are grateful to you because we know you will take up 

the mantle to dismantle the barriers that keep girls out of school. Our 

appeals: The 9.352 Million Girls be given opportunity for education. 

FAWE’s Pan African Status be recognized at all levels and FAWE Chapters 



be supported by each African government to build sustainability for the 

benefit of the girl-children education. 

THANK YOU 

 


