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Introduction 

More students than ever before in history are enrolled in schools throughout Africa. Since the 
commencement of MDG, significant strides have been made towards gender parity in primary 
school enrolment, and yet, severe gender gaps remain. In line with this, 260 million children are 
still out of school worldwide, of whom 130 million are girls. A staggering 51 million of those girls 
out of school are in Africa. Over 400 million girls will not secure secondary level education by 
2030 if no action is taken. 
 
Moreover, the quality of education in terms of ensuring pipeline of trained teachers, quality 
instructional materials, infrastructure development, inclusive, safe and supportive, learning 
environment have not kept pace with the heavy demand. Rising enrollment rates have 
drastically outpaced an increase in education funding, resulting in shortages of instructional 
materials and supplies, poorly stocked libraries and overuse of school facilities.  
 

  
 

Fig 1: Education financing breakdown: 2015 and 2030 

 
Studies show that the estimated economic gain from achieving universal primary education 
exceeds the estimated increase in public spending required to achieve it. Conversely, each 
additional year of schooling can increase an individual’s earnings by 10 per cent. Girls who 
complete a primary education are likely to increase their earnings by 5 to 15 per cent over their 
lifetimes, compared to between 4 and 8 per cent for boys. A study in Thailand, Ghana and Cote 
d’Ivoire found that returns on female secondary education are 15 to 25 per cent higher for 
women than men. Moreover, the multifaceted benefits of education in terms of saving lives, 
improving nutrition, reducing child marriage and addressing gender inequality make the case 
for financing education very clear.  
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The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development is a historic and universally agreed commitment 
for girls and women adopted by the Heads of States and Governments in September 2015. The 
SDGs provide significant progress in the way that girls’ rights are recognized in the Agenda, 
including Goal 4  “ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong 
learning opportunities for all” and Goal 5 itself to ‘Achieve gender equality and empower all 
women and girls’. The Agenda highlights the need to close remaining gender gaps in education 
(4.5), and also to put an end to gender-based violence (5.2), and harmful practices including 
child, early, and forced marriage (5.3). The commitments to girls specifically, and to children 
and inclusion more broadly, provide a solid foundation and framing for work on girls’ rights 
through the SDGs. 
 
The African Union has also iterated its commitment to the socio-economic development and 
rights of girls through the AU’s Agenda 2063 which calls for Africa to work towards full gender 
equality and the empowerment of women in all spheres of life. Furthermore, the African Union 
theme for 2017 “Harnessing the demographic dividend through investments in youth” also 
provides a unique opportunity to put the issue of girls and young women at the heart of 
continental agenda and efforts. The AU Roadmap 2017 on Harnessing the Demographic 
Dividend through Investments in Youth reiterates that “investments made today in the youth, 
who represent Africa’s greatest asset, will determine the development trajectory of Africa over 
the next 50 years and position the continent towards realizing the “Africa We Want”. The 
roadmap also provides as one of its Key Actions and Deliverables under pillar 4 2: Education and 
Skills Development the need to improve inclusive access to quality education at all levels and 
provide viable alternatives, particularly adolescent girls who drop out of the formal education 
system.   
 
Objective  

 Revitalize the momentum on discussions around the AU 2017 theme “harnessing 
demographic dividend: investment in youth” with a particular focus on financing 
education for African girls in line with international and continental frameworks 

 Spotlight the critical importance of financing education including increasing the size and 
sensitivity of national budgets to achieve the Global Goal for inclusive, quality education 
as well as the AU Agenda 2063 and the Continental Education Strategy for Africa 

 Share good practices and successful models on enhancing financing for education with 
concrete results in enhancing girls enrollment, retention and   
 

Expected Outcome 

 Emphasize the role that education plays in developing girls’ leadership capabilities, and 
call on governments to ensure education is gender transformative.  

 Policy recommendations on increasing domestic public expenditure on education to an 
amount equal to 6% of GDP, or 20% of total government budget. 

 Commit to gender-reviews of education sector plans, and gender-responsive budgeting, 
to ensure education is empowering girls to be leaders and  decision makers 
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Structure of the Panel  

Allotted time: 1 hour 
 
Chair of the Panel  
Roland Angerer, Regional Director, Plan International Region of East and Southern Africa 
 
Panelists-  

1. Plan International Zambia/PAO- TBC  
2. Global Partnership for Education (GPE)- TBC 
3. Global Campaign for Education (GCE)- abstract presentation 
4. Malala Fund- abstract presentation?? 
5. State Party official with good practice in Financing Education- Zambia/ Ethiopia (open 

for suggestion)?? (TBC) 
 

Section 1: presentation of analytical papers on successful models for Financing Gender 
Equality budgets in education 

A couple of analytical papers will be presented by GCE and Malala Fund on successful models 
for Financing Gender Equality budgets in education 
 

Section 2: reflection of panelists on the analytical papers presented 

 

Section 3: Innovative Approaches to financing education with a particular focus on girls’ 

education 

This section looks into available financing options for financing girls’ education. It looks into 

innovative and viable approaches as the financing gaps at all levels of education cannot be fully 

met through public revenues and aid, so new sources are needed, drawing on experience in 

other sectors.  

Section 4: conclusion and recommendation 

Each panelist will briefly discuss 2 key recommendations 

 
Key Recommendations  

 While paying attention to the total amount of resources available to education and their 
allocation to different education levels are important, it is also essential to examine how 
resources are spent. The size of the budget allocation as well as equity are critical in 
financing education 
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 Public investment in education is vital in building a highly skilled and educated 
workforce and in sustaining Africa’s prosperity and progress.  African governments must 
assess their country’s priorities and needs and invest in areas that will foster innovations 
and help to build a skilled and educated workforce. Public-private partnerships will 
bolster public education budgets to garner improvements in the overall education 
system. 

 If the world is to reach the Global Goal in ensuring inclusive and quality education for all 

by 2030, funding for education in 136 low and middle income countries must rise from 

$1.2 trillion today to $3 trillion in 2030. 

 Ensure gender-responsive Education Sector Planning and budgeting: Education sector 

plans need to have clear and consistent gender-disaggregated data at the sub-national, 

national and regional levels with participatory and pro-poor processes  to assess the 

barriers to girls education in different contexts 

 Target the most marginalized: investment in education should aim to achieve equality in 
access and quality of education, in line with human rights standards which requires 
governments to adopt and resource specific strategies and specialized interventions to 
ensure that the hardest to reach especially girls have the same access and opportunities  

 Emphasize the role of private sector and other innovative approaches in financing 

education to address the significant gap in financing for development including 

education.   

 


