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Ladies & Gentlemen  

 

Good Morning,  

 

It is 2020, and Rwanda’s Vision 2020 has achieved a majority if its development goals. 

The pursuit of national development has been a collaborative and inclusive effort of 

various stakeholders, creating skilled human capital to exploit natural resources, 

develop innovative and locally focused solutions that meet the economic needs of the 

nation. Of note is that Rwanda is the most efficient and effective African country in 

waste management.  

 

This is as a result of a mobile app developed 3 years earlier by a young Rwandan 

woman, Rucyaha Yvette to promote recycling of waste to the youth. The youth of 

Rwanda took up this project, and shared information around the country promoting 

recycling in their communities, from individual recycling, to linkages with the recycling 

industry to general environmental benefits of. The innovation is simple, practical and 

applicable in all African countries!   

 

Yvette is a Mastercard Foundation Scholar, through the Scholarship Program 

implemented by FAWE. She is one in a network of Young Africans who are at the 

forefront of transforming their communities by taking advantage of their education 

and leadership opportunities.  

 



I am honored & delighted to be here on behalf of the Mastercard Foundation to take 

part in FAWE’s Conference on Girls’ Education and 10th General Assembly, and as 

you celebrate FAWE’s 25 years of advancing Girl’s education in Africa.   

 

FAWE has been at the forefront of promoting girls’ education for years, and this aligns 

with the Mastercard Foundation’s own vision of providing opportunity and access to 

young people in order to enable them transform their lives. It is for this reason that 

the Foundation partnered with FAWE RS in 2013 in a 10-year Program to support 

2000 Secondary School Scholars in Ethiopia and Rwanda, including 840 from 

Rwanda into University. In 2017, we have again partnered with FAWE RS to provide 

300 tertiary scholarships in Uganda. 

 

The Partnership with FAWE aims to reach the hardest to reach populations, which 

in many instances are girls. The Scholarships will improve the chances for young 

women to complete their education thereby increasing their economic opportunities, 

productivity and engagement in decision-making.   

 

 
About The Scholars Program 
 

 Established in 2011, the Scholars Program is the flagship Program of the 

Foundation’s Education and Learning Pillar, with a commitment of $846M to 

provide 35 000 education scholarships to African youth.   

 

 The goal of the Program is to develop a cohort of next generation leaders, 

supporting social transformation and economic growth, particularly in Africa. 

It enables students whose academic talent and promise exceed their financial 

resources, to complete their education. It also provides a platform for them to 

network with other youth in the Scholars Program to work together as the 

continent’s changemakers 

 

 The economic growth and social development prospects of developing nations, 

particularly in Africa, are impaired by a lack of access to high-quality education 

and job training. Too many academically promising youth have limited access 

to high-quality secondary and tertiary education. As a result, they lack 

opportunities to participate fully in economic growth and social transformation.  

 

 The Scholars Program provides the opportunity for young people to complete 

their education, build leadership skills that will transform their lives and inspire 

them to give back to their communities. Badeta Nahom Fekadu of Ethiopia is 



working on 4 mechanical innovations ranging from a drone to assist in 

monitoring large farms, to a hand-held home mixer made of recycled materials. 

Muane Sosna Tesfaye credits the Scholarship’s leadership and mentoring 

program with helping her believe in herself and not allow her economic 

background to stall her aspirations. She was one of the top student achievers in 

the Grade 10 National Examinations and will be mentoring other girls using the 

strategies that worked for her.  

 

About MasterCard Foundation 

 Established in 2006 and independent from Mastercard Worldwide, the 

Mastercard Foundation envisions a world where all have the opportunity to 

learn and prosper. Through our programs, the Foundation has reached 23.7 

million people through 181 projects in 66 countries, over 92% in Africa.  

 

 The Foundation has invested in the potential of young people in Africa through 

not just the FAWE scholarships but in all three focus areas - Education & 

Learning, Youth Livelihoods and Financial Inclusion in a total investment of 

2.2B. This includes $27.9M with FAWE RS 

 

 After its 10 initial years of success, the Foundation is now developing a new 

strategy that is better aligned to the global agenda 2030 and that recognizes the 

urgency of investing in young people in Africa as the continent goes through 

this historic demographic moment. We will be sharing the new strategy publicly 

early in 2018. 

 

The Foundation is immensely proud of our partnership with FAWE which has 

continued to grow and enhance the core values and elements of the Scholars Program, 

providing an enriching and valuable experience for the Scholars. Our hope is that the 

Mastercard Foundation Programs with FAWE nurture a cohort of young women and 

men who will make transformative achievements. Together they will form a global 

network of leaders guided by innovative thinking, ethics, AND, most importantly, a 

strong commitment to serving Africa. 

 

 

 

Thank You! 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 


