
 
 
 
 
 
 

Towards Gender Equity in Education 

Distinguished Guests: 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

On behalf of the United Nations Children’s Fund, it is my pleasure to join all of you and offer 

brief remarks on Gender Equality in education in Eastern and South Africa. 

 

Colleagues: UNICEF strongly believes in the ideal of parity; an ideal that has seen us work 

alongside many of the partners in this room, as we collectively seek to transform education 

systems and advocate for gender responsive policies and achieving equity through our 

programming approaches.  

 

As we pledge support to the ideal of parity represented by FAWE and colleagues in this 

room, we recognize and know that the work to support girls’ education is not yet done.  

In Eastern and Southern Africa girls continue to have lower levels of access to and 

completion of secondary education compared to boys. An estimated two thirds of the 

countries in this region have more girls out of school at the lower Secondary level; while 

three in four countries have more girls out of school at the upper secondary level.  

Even as progress was made on gender equality following the Beijing Platform for Action and 

under the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), women and girls continue to face 

disadvantages in many spheres - including health, education, political participation, and 

economic opportunity - in all parts of the world. Indeed, any delay in the progress of parity 

for girls will further perpetuate established inequities and condemn yet another generation 

to poverty, dependency, and unfulfilled opportunity. 

As such, the case for parity is compelling. Study after study has shown that parity - and in 

particular girls' education - emerges as the single best investment that any society can 

make. Educated girls ultimately become educated women - women who participate in the 

social, economic and political arenas. Time and again evidence shows that girls are more 

likely to be healthy, have healthy babies, nurture educated children and contribute to more 

stable, equal and affluent societies. And we absolutely know that when we give these girls 

the chance to learn, they seize it.  

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
Distinguished guests, it is through strong partnerships that we can begin to turn the needle 

and perhaps create a groundswell on these issues of parity and equality; issues which are, 

clearly, transformative.  

UNICEF is committed to the aspirations of the SDGs on universality: specifically to “leave 

no one behind.” The aim is to accelerate actions with governments and partners on gender 

equality for girls and boys that will translate to gender equality in access, retention, and 

learning, as well as gender equality in teaching and education systems.  

Parity, of course, is not just about access. It is about ensuring good quality education, so 

that once a girl goes to school, she stays in school and she learns. This may require doing 

things differently. As Partners it is vital that we continue to advocate on the following: 

 Addressing and eradicating barriers to girls’ education: early marriage, teenage 
pregnancy, FGM and other community practices; 

 Girls education through secondary level; 

 Addressing violence in schools affecting girls; 

 Using on-the-ground evidence to support policy; 

 And advocacy to focus on men and boys as well. 
  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen:  As UNGEI partners, FAWE and UNICEF have a long-standing 

partnership.  We look forward to continuing to work with you, as we urgently seek quality 

education for all. 

 

 

### ends ### 

 
 
 
 
 

 


